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This report has the highlights, come to the library for the full story!

This is a big goal as we
make continual
improvements to our
Discovery Center and help
children be successful readers and students.

CHXLD

Our community partner Sixpence Head Start Child
Development and Family Program supported this
goal in 2015 with their donation of additional
furniture and interactives for a new Baby Zone, a
new Music Center area, more science
interactives, baby toys, a new dress up area,
improvements to our mother’s nursing room,
enhancements to Bookingham Palace, new book

bins and gliders, and
much more. Grand
Island’s Sixpence works
primarily with children
through age three and
their teen parents.

Building up our Discovery Center /
literacy-based Children’s Museum

Getting kids ready to read, and
supporting them as students

Additional regularly scheduled programming : In
response to community needs, in 2015 we added a
Wednesday Baby Lapsit @
6 p.m., Wednesday
Storytime @ 11 a.m.,
Wednesday After-School
Bookbop @ 2:30 p.m.,
Clean Community System
Storytime on recycling
2nd Saturday of each
month @ 11 a.m., monthly homeschoolers
program, monthly Wood River Schools 21st
Century Community Learning Center Grant
programs, and a Minecraft /Coding Club.

Check out our regularly scheduled kids & teens programs online

Summer Reading Programs for kids and teens:
Congratulations Shoemaker Elementary for
winning the coveted children’s Summer Reading
Program Trophy! 2015 Super Hero programs
included a Fantastic Future Me interactive display
—*'n from Omaha Children’s

N Museum, NEST 529
partnership; expanded
programming including
Minecraft/Coding, Super
Kids Club for 3rd-5th
grade, Superheroes Storytime for preschoolers-
2nd Grade; Summer Art Contest for Teens, and our
Library after hours teen program finale.

Many thanks to the super support of community
schools, businesses, agencies,
volunteers and the Library
Foundation for making
Thursday Enrichment Club,
Mighty Monday programs and
other Summer Reading
activities a success.



http://ne.evanced.info/grandisland/lib/eventcalendar.asp�

Rounding out the year we had: another fantastic
Bear Fair with dozens of community partners; ESU
10 Every Child Ready to
Read Workshop; Hot
Cocoa en la Manana
with Multicultural
Coalition including
presentation by Linh
Quang Lion and Dragon
Dance Troupe from
Lincoln and Humanities Nebraska / Nebraska
Cultural Endowment program on culture of India;
Grand Island Public Schools Literacy and ELL
Nights at the library, FAST Program outreach and
library visits; ongoing work with Hall County
Community Collaborative;

Grand Island Little Theatre “The Lion, the Witch
and the Wardrobe” acting workshop; partnership
with Central Nebraska Reading Council for “No
Pirates Allowed: Said Library Lou” guest author
Rhonda Gowler Greene;
another fun Edith Abbott
Birthday Tea Party with
special thanks to Stuhr
Museum;

lots of outreach
programs to Early
Learning Center, school and daycare classes,
community events such as Healthy Kid’s Day at
the YMCA and Kid’s Day at Fonner Park; many
teen volunteers from schools, churches, CYC, etc.;
library out of school
programming during spring
break and winter break;
special events such as Dr.
Seuss Day, Teen Read Week,
Teen Tech Week; ongoing
partnerships with too many
organizations to list in this
space and MUCH MORE!

205 Story Times — 4,800 attendees
65 Summer Reading Activities — 6,900 attendees
75 Outreach and Other Activities—6,800 attendees
Total 345 Children’s Programs— 18,500 Attendees
35 Teen Summer Reading Activities — 1,350 attendees
40 Outreach and Other Activities—1,650 attendees
Total 75 Teen Programs— 3,000 Attendees

Keeping pace with library
technology

A redesign of our library webpage at
www.gilibrary.org greatly improved access to 24/7
services.

New services in 2015 included One Click Digital
with access to thousands of downloadable
audiobooks; Newsbank
access to full text of
\lVe&ank | Grand Island
Independent, 38
Nebraska newspapers, and thousands of papers
from across the U.S. and around the world; Value
Line Digital Platform to help evaluate investments
and make smarter, more profitable decisions.
NebraskAccess databases provided by the
Nebraska Library Commission expanded during

the year, thanks to an increase in state
appropriations.

At end of 2015, work was underway to add
another downloadable service—Hoopla, for
checkout of movies, TV series, music, audiobooks,
eBooks and comic books. Hoopla, Overdrive, One
Click Digital and Zinio represent our “fantastic
four” so far for online downloadable services that
complement our “physical” collections. Our
online resource center is a big part of a 21st
century public library.

Online Resource Center - 24/7 Digital

®

OneCli
dcgigﬂ

Digital Magazines|

As more and more patrons obtain mobile devices,
our staff members are providing one-on-one
assistance in using the fantastic four and our other
24/7 online services.

90,000 public access computer & wireless sessions
110,000 uses of selected databases
30,000 downloadable checkouts
270,000 Online Book Club accesses
and much more!



http://www.gilibrary.org�

and programs to match our
diverse community needs

/-] Making changes in collections

We had another
very successful
year of bi-lingual
Prime Time
Family Reading
Time sessions;
continued
growth in Spanish language materials; continued
expansion of downloadable collections as well as
increasingly popular physical formats such as
Playaways and Playaway
Kits; collaboration with
Multicultural Coalition
with Hot Cocoa en Ia
Manana and Day of the
Dead

Building on our strengths as
surveyed by the city

A previous City survey provided insight into the
strengths of the library in helping build a stronger
community. The library became even stronger in
2015 with additional City funding for staffing and
increased hours. The change in hours was part of
the reason our library received gold-level
accreditation from the Nebraska Library
Commission in 2015.

As the Grow Grand Island community visioning
process developed, we folded the library’s
GILIBRARY 2020 strategic plan in with all five of
Grow Grand Island’s pillars and 17 of the plan’s
library was also

involved in several

during the year. GRAND 1S

3

initiatives. The
committee meetings GR :

»”“ ND

Reshaping reference, teen and
other areas as library learning
center areas

Improving meeting rooms and
videoconferencing capabilities

Expanding programming for
community building and

more informed citizens

Planning continued in 2015 toward future

redesign of library spaces as a community center
filled with collaborative learning and literacy
areas.. In the r M;"mm“cm;
meantime, we

continued weekly
genealogy assistance
service in the
Heritage Room in
partnership with the
Prairie Pioneer Genealogical Society and held two
Friday Night Live(brary) after hours events
including a Heritage Room open house.

As computer coding, robotics and other “maker”
library uses flourished in 2015, we started to
refine our concepts of future spaces. Children,
teens and adults all participated in these
activities. The Adult Summer Reading Program
offered opportunities for growth through
authors, artists, veterans and other heroes, and
even an outdoor vintage auto show next to our
rain garden.

Other learning
opportunities for adults
delved into a six-week
Smart Investing @ Your
Library course, Small
Business Association
classes, Health Insurance Market Place
navigation, even more author events, book clubs,
art exhibits, AARP income tax preparation
assistance, and a regular stream of text
proctoring.



Two additions to our computer class offerings in
2015 were Social Networking and Google Docs,
and we partnered with
Nebraska Works to
offer Job Seeking
classes.

Community building
happens inside and
outside the library.
Outdoor venues for our

services included the polyhedron exhibit on the
south side of the building in cooperation with
Jerome Dubas and Grand Island Public School’s art
students, and our annual appearance at the
Harvest of Harmony

parade featuring the =221

Summer Reading - ‘
Program winning | :

GRANDESISLAND :
N 2D
Shoemaker ) ) Public Library
Elementary students. g AN a0 XaEa ey

Inside the library, community building took place
during library-hosted Grow Grand Island
committee meetings and community input
meetings of the City’s long range transportation
plan “Journey 2040”, part of the new
Metropolitan Planning Organization.

We have dozens of
community partners, and one
in particular to highlight in
2015: the Grand Island Public
Library Foundation & Friends.
Your book sale purchases and
foundation donations make
their way back in the form of program
sponsorships and other amenities not covered by
the city’s budget. Thousands of hours of labor are
saved every year thanks to our volunteers under
the Foundation’s coordination.

Thanks to all of you great community builders for
your continual
support of our public
library! Please
know how
much we
appreciate you
every day!

5 4 2020
Helping Build a

Strong Communily

Taking our services out to our
youngest and eldest / better
transportation to the library

Establishing library branch
and expanded internet
branch services

ﬂ Reviving tax-based library

services outside of Grand
Island

Thanks to a 21st Century Community Learning
Center grant, Wood River schools has funding to
support the purchase of about 40 nonresident
household library cards and we have designed a
monthly educational program for these students!
No other changes were made in these areas in
2015 and need more study in the next few years.

Getting the word out more
about library services and

their value

Gl Library Journal is our new monthly newsletter,
highlighting the past month’s activities as well as
coming attractions. You can see that our staff,
board, and volunteers work tirelessly not only to
serve you but to inform you of all our services.
Every book display, p—
library week celebration, HRI
brochure, website d
update, Facebook post,
Twitter feed, column in
the newspaper or PSA
on the radio or TV, and
everything else matters.

We are especially thankful for our City Public
Information Office and the media for so many
news releases and stories in 2015.

Encourage others to make use of library
services and find ways to demonstrate your
support for your library as we all help build
this strong community!
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