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Sump Pumps and 
Objects Other than 
Toilet Paper Cause 

Big Problems 
 
 
 
This fact sheet provides 
basic information and Best 
Management Practices 
(BMPs) that are 
recommended for : 

· Residential Homes 

· Apartment Complexes 

· Commercial Businesses 

· Industrial Facilities 
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Stormwater 
Pollution Prevention 
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If hooked up to a house's sewer lateral, a 
half-horsepower sump pump will pump 
about 60 gallons to the sewer each mi-
nute. That means that if 5 pumps are con-
nected to the sewer, it will be full. Normal 
sewage often flows in the sewer main 
more than halfway already. Therefore, if 
two or three neighbors in a block illegally 
connect their sump pumps to their sewer 
lateral, the flow that is trying to get 
through the sewer main may be more 
than its capacity of 300 gallons per mi-
nute. The sewage in the pipe will start 
backing up!  
  
It is critical that sump pumps discharge 
to the yard or storm sewer, not to the 
sanitary sewer. It is illegal to connect 
your sump pump into your sanitary lat-
eral, and it can cause serious problems!  

In addition to the fact that connecting 
sump pumps to the sanitary sewer is 
illegal, it causes BIG problems!! 
Sump pumps are designed to pump 
groundwater and rainwater. Sanitary 
sewer pipes are designed to carry 
sewage, NOT groundwater and rain 
water.  
  
Usually, the sanitary sewer pipe in 
the street is only 8 inches in diame-
ter, and often the pipe slope is not 
very steep. Many 8-inch sewer pipes 
are installed with a slope of 0.4%. 
This means that for every 100 feet of 
pipe, the pipe goes downhill less than 
5 inches. This low slope condition is 
very common in Grand Island's sani-
tary sewer collection systems. As you 
can imagine, there is only so much 
sewage that can flow through this 
pipe. 
  
For this size of sewer pipe, about 300 
gallons of water can flow through it in 
a minute. If more sewage than this 
tries to get through the pipe in the 
street, the sewage will surcharge and 
start filling up the sewer lateral pipes 
that run to the sewer main from hous-
es.  
  
When this added sewage or extra wa-
ter is sent to the sewer pipe, it will 
surcharge even more, eventually 
pushing back into someone's base-
ment. The sewage might come out of 
a neighbor's basement toilet or wash-
ing machine drain for example. The 
result is a disgusting mess!  

Sump Pumps into the 
Sanitary Sewer Cause Big 

Problems! 
 In Accordance with Grand Island City Code 
Chapter 30, Article IV. Lateral Sewers Section 30-
23. 
 1R� SHUVRQ� VKDOO� FRQQHFW� LQWHULRU� RU� H[WHULRU� URRI�
GRZQVSRXWV�� LQWHULRU� RU� H[WHULRU� IRXQGDWLRQ� GUDLQV��
DUHDZD\�GUDLQV��RU�RWKHU� VRXUFHV�RI� VXUIDFH� UXQRII�RU�
JURXQG� ZDWHU� WR� D� ODWHUDO� VHZHU� RU� D� EXLOGLQJ� GUDLQ�
ZKLFK� LQ� WXUQ� LV� FRQQHFWHG�GLUHFWO\�RU� LQGLUHFWO\� WR� D�
SXEOLF�VDQLWDU\�VHZHU� 
                7KH�3XEOLF�:RUNV�'LUHFWRU�PD\� LQVSHFW� RU�
FDXVH� WR� EH� LQVSHFWHG� DQ\� UHVLGHQWLDO�� FRPPHUFLDO�
DQG�RU�LQGXVWULDO�IDFLOLW\�IRU�SURKLELWHG�FRQQHFWLRQV�DW�
DQ\�UHDVRQDEOH�WLPH� 
                $Q\�FURVV-FRQQHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�D�SRWDEOH�
ZDWHU�VXSSO\�DQG�D�VDQLWDU\�VHZHU�VKDOO�EH�SURKLELWHG� 
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Because it is illegal! 


