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Citizens’ Guide
A guide to the liquor licensing

process in the City of Grand Island

(This publication is not intended to provide legal advice. It contains general, non-specific information. Readers should consult their own attorney regarding how liquor laws may apply to particular circumstances.)
STEPS TO OBTAIN A LIQUOR LICENSE
APPLICATION PROCESS - FOR NEW LICENSE-------
APPLICANT:

· Obtains and initiates the process with the Liquor Control Commission (LCC).
LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION (LCC):

· Sends the application by certified mail to the City Clerk.

CITY CLERK:

· Sets the hearing date and sends a copy of the application to the following departments for inspections/recommendations: Fire, Health, Building, and Police.

· Will notify the applicant of the date, time, and place of the public hearing.

· Will publicize notice of hearing. Publication must not be less than 7 days nor more than 14 days prior to the hearing.

CITY COUNCIL:

· Public hearing is held during a regular City Council meeting. During the public hearing, the City Council will hear testimony and receive evidence in support or in opposition.

· City Council will vote to approve or reject the application during the “Resolution” segment of the City Council meeting.

· City Council can make one of four recommendations to the Liquor Control Commission:

1. Approve Application

2. No Recommendation - Without Stipulations

3. No Recommendation - with Stipulations

4. Deny Application

CITY CLERK:

· Notifies Liquor Control Commission of decision by the City Council.
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LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION (LCC):

· Depending on the decision from the City Council, the Liquor Control Commission may do one of the following:

1. Approve an Application.

2. Deny an Application.

3. Conduct a Hearing.

· LCC receives the following reports before a liquor license is issued:

1. City Council Recommendation

2. State Patrol

3. Health

4. State Fire Marshal

· Sends liquor license to the City Clerk

CITY CLERK:

· Will notify applicant license has been received and can be picked up.

· Will collect fee before releasing license.
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“The Liquor  Control  Commission has  b een charged by  the Legislature  to promote the  health, safety  and welfare of  the people of the  state and  encourage  temperance in  the consumption  of alcoholic  liquor by sound  and careful  control and  regulation of the  manufacture,  distribution, and  sale of al coholic  liquor.”     Nebraska Liquor Control Act   53 - 101.01 (4)  

Considerations


RECOMMENDATION OF THE LOCAL GOVERNING BODY

If the city council issued a recommendation to deny the application, the vote will be reported to the Liquor Control Commission.

EXISTENCE OF A CITIZENS’ PROTEST

Residents who oppose the liquor license and send letters of protest to the Liquor Control Commission will be taken into consideration.

EXISTING POPULATION AND PROJECTED GROWTH

Is the population of the city stagnant or is it projected to grow?

NATURE OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD

What is the nature of the neighborhood (ex. income levels, housing characteristics, median age of residents and the proportion of families and children). Are there any struggles already facing this neighborhood?

EXISTENCE OR ABSENCE OF OTHER RETAIL LICENSES WITHIN THE NEIGHBORHOOD OR COMMUNITY

What is the existence or absence of other retail licenses, craft brewery licenses, or microdistillery licenses with similar privileges within the neighborhood or community of the location of the proposed licensed premises and whether, as evidenced by substantive, corroborative documentation, the issuance of such license would result in or add to an undue concentration of licenses with similar privileges and, as a result, require the use of additional law enforcement resources? How many establishments have off-sale, on-sale or combination licenses?

TRAFFIC FLOW

Are there any existing motor vehicle and pedestrian traffic flow issues in the vicinity of the proposed licensed premises?

ADEQUACY OF EXISTING LAW ENFORCEMENT

How will another alcohol outlet impact crime? Does law enforcement have the resources and plans to address these problems?
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ZONING RESTRICTIONS

Are there any zoning issues at the local level of government? Is the business within 150 feet of a church, school, hospital, or home for the aged or indigent? Within 300 feet of a college campus or university?

SANITATION

Are there sanitation issues surrounding the proposed location?

PUBLIC INTEREST

Is it in the “Public’s interest” to have another alcohol outlet in your area? How many outlets are in the area now, and what is the population being served?

Reference: Nebraska Liquor Control Act, 53-132
Contacts
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New Application Process

APPLICANT

Applicant obtains  and initiates the

process with the Liquor Control

Commission

The Liquor Control Commission

sends the application to the Local

Clerk Certified

The Clerk routes the application for

departments approval

Routed applications are returned

to the Clerk with approved

inspections for Council

Local Council can make one of four

recommendations to the Liquor

Control Commission

Approve the Application

No Local Without Stipulations

No Local With Stipulations

Deny the Application

LOCAL

CLERK

Liquor Control

Commission

LOCAL

CLERK

Local level has 45 days to conduct a

hearing

Applications must be publicized not

less than 7 days and not more than

14 days prior to the hearing

Time allows residents the ability

to file a protest at the local level

Approve Application

No Local W/out

Stipulations

Deny Application

No Local With

Stipulations

Liquor Control

Commission

A Public Hearing and Motion is

required by the City Council

Fire Dept.

Inspection

Health Dept.

Inspection

Building Dept.

Inspection

Police Dept.

Background

Check

City Council
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Liquor Control Commission

New Application Process

Hearing

LOCAL

CLERK

Liquor Control

Commission

Approve Application

The application may

be held for 10 days

and then issued

No Local W/out

Stipulations

The application may

be held for 45 days

and then issued

No Local With

Stipulations

Review stipulations

and determine a

hearing

administratively

Deny Application

Applicant may

receive a mandatory

hearing

Approved

Deny

The Permit will be affective upon

-Payment of license fee

-Physical possession of the license

-License valid on effective date

Local

Review

State Fire

Marshal

Review

Health

Review

State Patrol

Review

Time allows residents the ability to file

a protest at the local level

Three protest letters will require a

hearing
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GUIDELINES FOR PROTESTS

NEW APPLICANT Liquor Licenses--------------------------
Who:
At least 3 residents who reside within the City of Grand Island where the application is filed.

What:
Objections regarding a liquor license with specific issue (objections) of protest listed clearly.

When:
Within 10 days after the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission receives a recommendation by the City Council on a liquor license application.

Where:
Objections submitted in writing to the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission.

Why:
Upon receipt of the protest, the commission will set a hearing to provide opportunity to hear citizen concerns.

Note:
If you have concerns regarding a liquor license in our community, it is imperative to engage at the beginning of the process with a new liquor license applicant. For existing applications, residents are currently not able to appeal the City Councils decision to renew an existing license to the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission.

AUTOMATIC RENEWALS of Liquor Licenses-----------
Who:
At least 3 residents who reside within the city where the license is held.

What:
Objections regarding a liquor license automatic renewal with specific issue (objections) of protest listed clearly.

When:
For Class “C” licenses, the clerk will publish the notice of the automatic renewal between July 10 and 30 of each year; for all other licenses, the clerk will publish the notice between January 10 and 30 of each year. Deadline to protest renewal of Class “C” Licenses: August 10. Deadline to protest renewal of all other license classes: February 10.

Where:
Objections submitted in writing to the City Council.

Why:
Upon receipt of the protest, the City Council will set a hearing to provide opportunity to hear citizen concerns.

Note:
For existing applications, residents have the opportunity to protest license renewals annually. However, if the City Council opts to renew the license, citizens have no recourse at the state (commission) level.
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COMPLAINTS of Residents------------------------------------
Who:
At least 5 residents who reside within the city where the license is held.

What:
Complaints regarding a liquor license based on violations of the Liquor Control Act. Forms can be picked up at the City Clerk’s office.

When:
Anytime.

Where:
Objections submitted in writing to the City Clerk.

Why:
Upon receipt of the complaints, the City Council will set a hearing to provide opportunity to hear citizen concerns if the complaints are in violation of statute.

SPECIAL DESIGNATED Liquor Licenses------------------
Special Designated Liquor Licenses (SDL), or short-term temporary licenses for special events, can be protested by citizens to the local governing body. The local governing body has the ability to deny SDL’s without the opportunity of the applicant to appeal to the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission.

An applicant must obtain an SDL through a local Liquor License retailer. The applicant files an application with the City Clerk, who then routes it to Fire and Health for approval. SDL’s are administratively approved and sent to LCC. A fee of $80.00 to the City of Grand Island and $40.00 to LCC is required at the time of filing. LCC must receive the application at least 10 days before the event. LCC will send the license to the City Clerk, who will then notify the applicant. If the retailer has a catering license, there is no fee.

On-sale - licenses sell alcohol for consumption on the premises.
Off-sale - licenses sell alcohol for consumption off-site.

Suspend a license means to cause a temporary interruption of all rights and privileges of the license.

Cancel a license means to discontinue all rights and privileges of a license.

Revoke a license means to permanently void and recall all rights and privileges of a license.
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Contacts

Agency

   Telephone

Web site/E-mail

City Clerk

    385-5444 Ext. 111
redwards@grand-island.com 
RaNae Edwards
Grand Island City Council
    385-5444 Ext. 140
www.grand-island.com 

Vaughn Minton, Ward 1



councilminton@grand-island.com
Jeremy Jones, Ward 1



counciljones@grand-island.com
Roger Steele, Ward 2



councilsteele@grand-island.com
Mark Stelk, Ward 2



councilstelk@grand-island.com
Linna Dee Donaldson, Ward3


councildonaldson@grand-island.com
Julie Hehnke, Ward 3



councilhehnke@grand-island.com
Mitchell Nickerson, Ward 4


councilnickerson@grand-island.com
Mike Paulick, Ward 4



councilpaulick@grand-island.com
Michelle Fitzke, Ward 5



councilfitzke@grand-island.com
Chuck Haase, Ward 5



councilhaase@grand-island.com
City Attorney

    385-5444 Ext. 130

Jerry Janulewicz




jjanulewicz@grand-island.com
Building Department
    385-5325

Craig Lewis




clewis@grand-island.com 

Fire Department

    385-5444 Ext. 228

Fred Hotz




fhotz@grand-island.com 

Health Department
    385-5175 Ext. 127

Jeremy Collinson




jcollinson@cdhd.ne.gov 
Planning Department
    385-5444 Ext. 210

Chad Nabity




cnabity@grand-island.com
Police Department
    385-5400

Robert Falldorf




rfalldorf@gipolice.org 

Liquor Control Commission  402-471-2571

www.lcc.ne.gov
(Parts of this pamphlet were reprinted with permission from Project Extra Mile)
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO INCLUDE ON APPLICATION:





Question #1 – Read Carefully. Answer Completely and Accurately. Violations include any type of ticket: (speeding, parking, no registration, etc.).





Use Checklist to make sure all information is included as required by LCC.





Addresses, phone numbers and signatures need to be included.





The commission must consider these 10 criteria when issuing licenses.








LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION		402-471-2571


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lcc.ne.gov" ��www.lcc.ne.gov�





Hobert Rupe, Executive Director			402-471-2574


� HYPERLINK "mailto:hobert.rupe@nebraska.gov" ��hobert.rupe@nebraska.gov�


Milissa Johnson-Wiles, Asst. Attorney General		402-471-2955


(legal questions)


Jill Nelson, Legal Division				402-471-4889


(hearing dates, penalties)


Mary Messman, Licensing Division			402-471-4893


(license applications, including SDLs)


Jerry VanAckeren, Audit Division	`		402-471-4892





Nebraska Liquor Control Commission


301 Centennial Mall South


PO Box 95046


Lincoln NE 68509-5046





Local Protests


RaNae Edwards, City Clerk


100 East First Street


PO Box 1968


Grand Island NE 68802





“The Liquor Control Commission has been charged by the Legislatu�





The Nebraska Liquor Control Commission is comprised of three commissioners and an executive director. Each commissioner serves a six-year, fixed term and must represent one of the three congressional districts within Nebraska.





Commissioners are appointed by the governor. The executive director, as a staff member, has no set term and holds his position at the discretion of the commissioners





Powers & Duties





Final administrative approval of all retail liquor licenses.





Conduct citation hearings, which include deciding innocence or guilt and imposing sanctions on licensees.


These sanctions range from a letter of reprimand to suspension, cancellation, or revocation of the license.





Establish rules and regulations.





Commissioner Bruce Bailey


First Congressional District


Mr. Bailey is Founder and Partner of Design Associates, Architectural & Engineering firm, doing work throughout the United States. His term expires May 24, 2017.





Chairman Robert Batt


Second Congressional District


Mr. Batt graduated from the University of Nebraska at Omaha’s College of Business in 1976 and is an experienced business leader. He currently is a member of the Salvation Army Advisory Board based in Omaha. His term expires May 24, 2019.





Commissioner Janice Wiebusch


Third Congressional District


Ms. Wiebusch is owner broker for Century 21 Midlands, Kearney. She is originally from Broken Bow, NE, earned a BA in Music Education and MA in Music from UNL. She received her real estate license in 1976 and broker’s license in 1979. Her term expires May 24, 2021.





Commission Director Hobert B. Rupe


Mr. Rupe was appointed executive director by the Commission in December 2003. Prior to serving as executive director, he was an assistant attorney general for the State of Nebraska from May 1994 until January 2004.








